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Minutes of the January 20, 2021 

The State of Ohio Board of Embalmers and Funeral Directors’ 

Preneed Recovery Fund Committee 

 

Wednesday, January 20, 2021 
 
10:00 a.m. 
 
Pursuant to Section 4717.03 (A) of the Ohio Revised Code, the State of Ohio Board of Embalmers 
and Funeral Directors convened its regular meeting of the Board’s Preneed Recovery Fund 
Committee to discuss the Board’s business.  The meeting was conducted by means of a 
teleconference call as permitted through a provision to the Open Meetings Act. 
 
To protect the health and safety of all citizens of the state of Ohio during the ongoing declared 
pandemic and global health emergency related to COVID-19, meetings of a public body may be 
conducted by means of teleconference, video conference, or any other similar electronic 
technology in place of in-person meetings until further notice.  The ability to conduct meetings 
in such manner was enacted by the 133rd Ohio General Assembly with the passage of House Bill 
197 in response to Governor Mike DeWine’s declared emergency in Executive Order 2020-01D 
on March 9, 2020.  In November 2020, Ohio legislators passed House Bill 404 including a 
provision to extend the emergency use of conducting meetings of a public body to July 1, 2021. 
   
 
1. Convening of the Committee – Chairperson Horne 
 
Calling of the Roll 
 
Chairperson George Horne called the meeting to order at 10:04 a.m.  Executive Director of the 
Board Cheryl Grossman took roll call for the meeting.  The following committee members were 
in attendance of the meeting: 

 
Amanda E. Crates; George Horne; Edward C. Nurre, Jr.; Thomas Taneff 
 
Jarrod Williams of the board office staff took attendance of persons attending the committee 
meeting by teleconference.  In attendance were the following: Cathy Elkins of Funeral 
Consumers Alliance of Central Ohio; and Jack Lechner, Jr., and Elizabeth Williams of Cincinnati 
College of Mortuary Science. 
 
Also, in attendance were Board Members Jon Rettig and William Wappner, Board Counselor 
Christie Limbert, and Associate Assistant Attorney General Joshua Monroe of the Office of Ohio 
Attorney General Dave Yost, and Board Office Staff Member Derek Bogner. 
 
Mr. Horne welcomed all to the committee meeting. 

  



 

Page 2 of 4 
 

Mr. Horne stated there were no meeting minutes before the committee for consideration. 
 
Mr. Horne asked Derek Bogner to introduce the first application for reimbursement from the preneed recovery 
fund for consideration.  Mr. Bogner thanked Mr. Horne and announced the Committee would begin with 
application number CO2021-10669prf involving “H.S.” 
 
Mr. Horne asked the committee members if all had the opportunity to review the application and supporting 
documents.  The committee members responded that they had. 
 
Mr. Horne remarked that the applicant is not deceased.  He shared his opinion that he finds reimbursing a living 
individual to be very concerning.  Mr. Horne is wary of persons potentially profiting from a reimbursement 
payment.  He asked his fellow committee members for their thoughts in the matter. 
 
Jon Rettig asked Board Counselor Christie Limbert for her thoughts on the subject.  Ms. Limbert cited Section 
4717-14-14 (A) of the Ohio Administrative Code.  She stated that the reimbursement claim is eligible, as the 
preneed funeral contract date was in effect prior to September 29, 2017.  Ms. Limbert also cited Section 4717-14-
14 (F) of the Admin. Code.  She stated that the claimant is eligible to receive a reimbursement payment, as they 
are the applicant who suffered the loss.  She added that although the applicant in this case is represented by a 
Power of Attorney, the Board should not preclude payment to the claimant. 
 
Ms. Limbert stated that the Board’s decision in this matter will likely set a precedent. 
 
Thomas Taneff asked for the current balance of the preneed recovery fund.  Executive Director of the Board 
Cheryl Grossman responded to Mr. Taneff by stating there was approximately eight hundred four thousand 
dollars.   
 
Mr. Taneff questioned the relevancy in reimbursing the requested amount of six thousand seven hundred twenty-
three dollars and sixty cents and the recipient using those funds to purchase new funeral goods and services.  He 
stated that the reimbursement is likely to make the person whole for the loss sustained.  He asked why it should 
make a difference if this person changes their services to include lesser arrangements and keeps some money in 
their pocket.   
 
Mr. Nurre responded to Mr. Taneff by stating that the reimbursed amount may equal the loss sustained, but the 
person has less purchasing power today if they wanted to purchase the same funeral goods and services as they 
had selected in 2008.  He added that the Board’s reimbursement would not include any interest that might have 
been earned while the prepaid funds were part of an insurance policy, annuity, or trust.  Mr. Nurre was sad to say 
that because of inflation, a selection of lesser goods and services today is foreseeable as $6,723.60 is not likely to 
buy what it once could.      
 
Mr. Nurre also agreed with Mr. Taneff ‘s comment about a person’s choice to change their services and spend less 
of the reimbursed funds on new funeral arrangements. 
 
Board Counselor Limbert stated that the funeral director alleged to have caused the loss in this case was Mark 
Kacirek of the former Kacirek Funeral Home of North Ridgeville, Ohio.  Mr. Kacirek allowed his personal and facility 
licenses to expire in 2012.  However, it has been alleged that he continued to operate thereafter.  Mr. Kacirek was 
indicted and pleaded not guilty in Cuyahoga County Common Pleas Court in 2019 to charges of taking over 
$100,000 from several customer’s prepaid preneed funeral funds over a period of years. 
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George Horne asked Christie Limbert if a person could file a lawsuit seeking the funds that were allegedly stolen.  
Ms. Limbert replied, yes.  Mr. Horne followed up by asking if a person learns that they are not able to recover their 
loss through the court system, should they seek reimbursement from the preneed recovery fund. 
 
Ms. Limbert responded that a person may plead for monetary remedy through the Court or apply to the preneed 
recovery fund for reimbursement.  She added that the order in which a claim is made should not affect the 
Board’s decision on an application. 
 
Mr. Taneff asked Ms. Limbert if she was aware of a trial date set for Mr. Kacirek.  Ms. Limbert replied that courts 
have been affected by the COVID-19 pandemic just as everyone else and delays have occurred.  She added that 
she was not aware of a trial date, and shared that she was not confident a trial would be soon.           
 
Mr. Taneff asked Ms. Limbert if Mr. Kacirek could possibly reimburse alleged victims through a plea or judgement.  
Ms. Limbert replied that Mr. Kacirek could agree to restitution in a plea agreement.  Or an Order for Restitution is 
possible, especially in a criminal case. 
 
Ms. Limbert reminded all that the Board has paid reimbursement claims to applicants affected by former 
Cleveland Ohio Funeral Director Nancy Coreno’s misappropriation of prepaid funeral funds.  And Coreno has yet to 
face charges by local authorities in the matter. 
 
Mr. Taneff asked Ms. Limbert if the Board could seek recovery of reimbursement payments should restitution be 
included in an agreement or order.  Jon Rettig responded to Mr. Taneff by stating that Ohio law allows those funds 
to be recovered.  He added that when the preneed recovery fund’s laws and rules were being considered, Ohio 
lawmakers were convinced that the State should have opportunity to recoup.          
 
Edward Nurre moved for the committee to approve providing a recommendation to the Board to approve the 
Preneed Recovery Fund Application Form in compliance case number CO2021-10669prf and issue a payment in 
the amount of $6,723.60 from the preneed recovery fund.  The motion was seconded by Thomas Taneff.  Mr. 
Horne asked for discussion on the motion.  There was none.   
 
Motion by Edward Nurre, second by Thomas Taneff 
Roll-call vote: Yes: Amanda Crates, George Horne, Edward Nurre, Thomas Taneff 
Final Resolution: Motion Carries 4/0 
 
Mr. Horne asked Mr. Bogner if there were any further applications for consideration.  Mr. Bogner replied there 
were none. 
 
Mr. Taneff expressed his thanks and appreciation to fellow committee members for today’s discussion. 
 
Mr. Horne agreed with Mr. Taneff ‘s comment and shared his thanks as well. 
 
Mr. Taneff asked Christie Limbert and Joshua Monroe to keep an eye on the Kacirek case in Cuyahoga County and 
to update the Board on the Court’s decision(s) as appropriate.  Ms. Limbert and Mr. Monroe responded that they 
would. 
 
Mr. Nurre reminded all that there were at least fourteen persons alleged to have been affected in the case against 
Kacirek.  He stated that number is likely to grow as more consumers become aware of a trial. 
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Mr. Horne asked aloud if there was any further discussion before the committee.  There was none. 
 
Thomas Taneff moved for the committee to adjourn its meeting.  The motion was seconded by Amanda Crates. 
 
Motion by Thomas Taneff, second by Amanda Crates 
Roll-call vote: Yes: Amanda Crates, George Horne, Edward Nurre, Thomas Taneff 
Final Resolution: Motion Carries 4/0 
 
January 20, 2021 meeting of the Preneed Recovery Fund Committee adjourned at 10:22 a.m. 

 

 


